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 Summer is in full swing with high temperatures, kids playing 
outside, and a feeling of relaxation for many. Now that we know 
we are staying in our building, the council has committed to be-

ginning a process of renewal. They are working over the summer 
vacation to ensure we are moving forward. Over the next few 

months, you will begin to hear about the steps we are taking to 
set Zion up for an exciting future.  

At the center of this process is a mission driven focus. The first 
step is connecting what we do in worship with our daily lives by asking how faith impacts our 
work and challenges. We will do this through member interviews in worship, in sermons, and 

teaching. This has already started. 
We will spend time identifying our assets, needs, and wows (things we are good at doing and 
are passionate about). We will begin interviewing community leaders to understand the chal-

lenges they face. Putting it all together, we will plan, implement, and evaluate a project. It may 
be a one time project or an ongoing project. But we will keep an open mind as to what it will be. 

Remember the Holy Spirit is blowing through us to impact our community. 
This may be a completely different mindset and procedure than you have ever followed before 

and that is ok. We have to be more adaptive to the needs of our community and help people 
see the value of a relationship with Jesus Christ. This isn’t about getting new members, although 

we pray that happens. This is about sharing God’s love with the people of Sunbury.  
I am reminded of a writing by C. S. Lewis, “The Four Loves” 

To love is to be vulnerable. Love anything, and your heart will certainly be wrung and 
possibly broken. If you want to make sure of keeping it intact, you must give your heart 
to no one, not even an animal. Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; 

Avoid all entanglements, lock it up safe in the casket of your selfishness. But in that cas-
ket – safe, dark, motionless, airless – it will change. It will not be broken; It will become 

unbreakable, impenetrable, irredeemable. 
I pray we are willing to have our hearts broken, to love fully, and show our community that God 

is alive and working through us. Blow Holy Spirit, blow!! 
             

 -Pastor Beth 
  

To reach me directly w/pastoral needs    
570-218-9837 

“Called by faith to Share Christ’s Love with all people” 



 

Zion Evangelical  

Lutheran Church 

15 South 5th Street 

PO BOX 605 

Sunbury,  

Pennsylvania 

17801 

570-286-6459 

 
 

 

 

Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri.  

9am– 1pm 
CLOSED WEDNESDAYS 

 

ZLC STAFF 

Rev. Elizabeth George  
Pastor 

Jonathan Moser 
Director of Music 
 
 

Donna Deppen  
Operations Manager 
 
 

Keith Kurtz  
Sexton 
 

———————————————————————— 

COUNCIL OFFICERS 
 

Linda Everitt 
President 
 
 

Ken Heim 

Vice President 
 
 

Julie Nevin 
Secretary 
 
 

Steve Dagle 

Treasurer 
   

zionsunbury@ptd.net 
www.zionlutheransunbury.com 

 FACEBOOK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday July 1 

6:00p Worship & Music  
 

Tuesday July 2 

2:00p Executive Committee 
 

Thursday July 4-Friday July 5th 

OFFICE CLOSED-@ HOLIDAY 
 

Tuesday July 9 

6:00p Congregation Council 
 

Thursday July 11 

1:00p Property Committee 
 

Thursday July 18 

4:00p Takery @ Cameron Park 
 

Monday Sept 2   LABOR DAY  

OFFICE/BLDG. CLOSED 
 

Tuesday September 3 

2:00p Exec Committee 
 

Thursday September 5 

1:00p Property Committee 
 

Monday, September 9 

6:00p Worrship & Music 
 

Tuesday September 10 

6:00p Congregation Council 
  

 

Thursday August 1st 

1:00p Property Committee 
 

Monday August 5 

6:00p Worship & Music  
 

Tuesday August 6 

2:00p Exec Committee 
 

Tuesday August 13 

6:00p Congregation Council 
  

Thursday August 15 

4:00p Takery @ Cameron Park 

http://www.zionlutheransunbury.com
https://www.facebook.com/zionlutheransunburypa/


Schubert G. Randles Scholarships were recently 

 awarded to 3 applicants who met the criteria.  

Congratulations to Mazeah L. Hare,  

Berlyn Marlow and Abagael Higley. 

             We wish these students much success in 

their academic pursuits and future endeavors.  

Pot Luck Picnic  
will be held in the Garden,  

after the outdoor service on 

 July 21st  
The main course, beverages  

and tableware will be provided. 

Bible Study will continue over the 

summer. We are currently reading the book 

of  Romans. No previous experience necessary!

Come join us in room 203 on  

Wednesdays at 5:30pm. 

With the Congregational committing to keep our 

church building at 5th & Market, building 

maintenance remains paramount. This steward-

ship of our property now sees a first roof re-

placement at the end of its warranty period. 

The bid was awarded to JM Young & Sons at a 

cost of $19,300 for this work, scheduled to begin 

shortly. Ongoing financial giving to the Greater 

Zion fund in support of this needed work is vital.  

Please use the Greater Zion (yellow) envelopes 

found in your offering sets and memo your 

check “ROOF FUND”. Your contribution can be 

given via the plate or mailed to Zion at 

 PO Box 605 Sunbury PA 17801.  

Thank you.  



    Zion well represented at June’s  

Upper Susquehanna Synod Assembly 

Zion had several members and staff present at  

USS Assembly which was held June 14-15 at  

Susquehanna  University   
Pictured clockwise from the top- 

 Larry Herrold, Jr. (Seminarian), Pastor Beth George, Julie 

Nevin ( Zion Delegate), Jonathan Moser (Music Director /

Synod Council) and JoEllen Freida (Zion Delegate), who 

took part both days. They had a good time interacting  

       with each other and the many representatives from 

churches of the Upper Susquehanna Synod.  

From the Delegates- 
 

 I attended a workshop on ELCA World Hunger and found it was a lot more then 

feeding people!!    It is one BIG umbrella covering many  areas including :  educa-

tion, housing, health, sustainable livelihoods, water (so important to all) AMMPARO 

and training people to have a trade.  The second one was on Planned Giving-- if 

you are interested in leaving something to the church, contacting Sister Marianne 

Brock would be a place to start.  It is a flexible thing that you can change at any 

time and they will meet with you at your home.  ELCA regional gift planner can be 

found on the web site under ELCA Foundation. Thanks for sending me!! -Jo Ellen 
 

 I had the privilege of being one of Zion’s voting representatives during the Syn-

od Assembly on June 14-15 2024, at Susquehanna University.  I went to a workshop 

entitled “Ministry in Divided Times….Returning, Again to Baptism” by Rev. Scott 

Kershner, Chaplain, Susquehanna University.  He explained that the religious land-

scape is changing just as fast as the earth/world landscape is changing.  He ex-

pressed that the excitement at Baptism, either young or adult, needs to be rekin-

dled in all of us if we are to work through the challenging times.     He ended with 

this scripture reading:  Ephesians 4: 11-15. “We must stop acting like children. We 

must not let deceitful people trick us by their false teachings, which are like the 

wind…..  Love should always tell the truth. Then we will grow in every way and be 

more like Christ, the head of the body. Christ holds us together and makes all its 

parts work perfectly, as it grows and becomes strong because of love.”  He finished 

with a branch of a bush and sprinkled water over us..  Returning, again to Baptism.                                          

                     -Julie        

 New Members  
   Samantha & Troy Drasher  Keith & Lisa Kurtz  

        Jonathan Moser 
 

  From St. Luke’s  Lutheran, Sunbury (Holy Closure)  

   Kay Snyder      Todd Cellitti   

       Robert A. Cellitti         Diane Jablonski  



July  
1    Sarah Everitt 
  Kimburley Stoneroad 
 

2     Firman Abdill 
  Bobbi Feger  
  Stacey Hackenberg 
 

3  Hayley Lytle 
 

4  Noah Pincoskie 
5  Jim Crissinger   
  Helen Hockenbrough 
  

6  Barbara Boyer 
 

7  Daniella Guiton 
  Sandy Holub 
 

8  Lori Heim 
  Kalista Moyer 
 

9  Tori Rider 
  Ned Swank 
 

10  Jennifer Geiser 
 

15  Becky Zimmerman 
 

17  Jenifer Apple 
  Nettie Daubert 
  Stella Daubert 
  Patric Geiser 
  Heidi Torrens 
 

18  Abigail Eichner 
  Ben Heim 
  Jalen Steiner 
 

19  Janet Geiser 
 

21  Matthew Apple 
  Shirley Beachell 
 

24  Robert Ranck 
 

25  Grayson Kistner 
 

26  Brad Hare 
  David Prentice 
 

27  Eric Hunt 
 

31  Justin Blessing 

 August 
1     Chance Martz 
  Wendy Young 
2  Quinn Hunt 

3  Pam Barni 
  Bo Taylor 
4  John Apple 
  Paul Dailey 
  Barry Keefer 
 

7  Taunda Snyder 
 

8  Ken Beaver 
 

9  Melissa Shaffer 
10  Jean Schreffler 
 

11  Gage Weisen 
13  Jennifer Hunt 
15  john gibboney 
 

17  Bob Bussey 
  Carole Misheck 
  Kristy Sands 
 

18  Aja Mellinger 
 

19  Steffran Neff 
 

20  Jim Conrad, II 
  Sonja Shambach 

21   Amy Minnich 
22  Jacob Strevig 
  Pam Wenrich 
  Ann Zimmerman 
 

23   Sandra White 
 

25  Melvin Moyer 
 

26  Cheryl Edwards 
  Alyssa Wenrich 
 

27  Sam Wolfe 
 

30  Cynthia Abdill 
 

31  Melanie Arcuri 
  Miriam Auten 
  Joan Mertz 

September  
1      Brady Wolfe 
3  Bill Beck 
4  Mary Weaver 
 

5   Holly Zimmerman 
 

7  Pete Daubert 
  Emily Engle 
  Deklan Fisher 
  Abbey Ruths 
  Jim Siegfried 
 

9  Bethany Buckley 
 

11  Melanie Moore 
 

12  Alexandria Heim 
  Keith Mielke 
 

13  Jane Keener 
  Linda Kistner 
  Robert Reitz 
 

16  Stacey Ranck 
  Iris Yalch 
 

17  TJ Burk 
  Linsey Fasold 
  Jordan Kuhns 
  

19     Paula Shoch 
 

21    John Auten III 
      Marianne Menapace 
 

22   Collins Everitt 
 

23   Levi Stoneroad 
 

24  James Fleming 
     Matt Williams 
 

25  Rori Fisher 
 

26   Jesse Moore 
  Harper Scholl 
 

27  Madison Cook 
29  Jackie Burk 
30  Sarah Witmer 



 -After office hours, 

on weekends, etc.     

Pastor Beth can be 

reached for pastoral 

emergencies, etc.   

at the number to the 

left.  Please leave a 

message for her to 

return your call. 

 Annual Day of Service planning 
will be underway soon–  

 
Speak to any Council Member about 

involvement in this and other Zion 
ministries.   

Meetings are on the 2nd 

Wednesday of 

 the month at 1:30pm.  
 

July 10th 
Have You Seen Luis Velez  

by Catherine Ryan Hyde    

Discussion leader:  
Dolores Geise 

The Messenger is also posted on the church website 
https://zionlutheransunbury.com/ 

Youth going into 7th-12th 
grade interested in Youth 

Group activities, meet up w/ 
Pastor Beth at Pelican’s 

Friday, July 
12th at 7pm. 

  

Grab something 
cold and join in 

for conversation 
and a few 

laughs. 


